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Newsletter Readers 

Save 33% on Select 

Titles This Month 

 

Don’t Alienate the Kids! is a fresh 

examination of the child alienation 

problem from the perspective of a 

lawyer, therapist, mediator, who also 

trains judges on managing high-

conflict disputes. 

By becoming aware and using his 

tips, we can all help children build a 

Foundation of Resilience which will 

last them a lifetime. This is a book 

for any parent even considering a 

divorce, and for any professional 

who wants to truly help parents raise 

resilient children. 

 

 

 

 

 
The Future of Family Court is 

designed for judicial officers with an 

emphasis on applying lessons 

learned from the field of mental 

health to the family court system, 

especially when working with parents 

with personality disorders or traits. 

Written from Bill Eddy’s perspective 

as a family lawyer and mental health 

professional, and as a trainer of 

judges in managing high-conflict 

people in court, he provides tips on 

what individual judges can do, rather 

than recommending sweeping 

changes in the court system or 

creating new players in the decision-

making process. 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 

What Children Tell 

a Divorce Lawyer 
 

 

 

© 2017 by Shawn D. Skillin, Esq.  

 

Earlier in my career I did work for the court as Minor’s 

Counsel.  I interviewed children and heard firsthand what 

they thought about their parents’ divorce.  Occasionally, 

as a mediator I still interview children.  Here’s what they 

tell me. 

 

They love both of their parents.  They would be happier if 

their parents could get along and not argue about them so 

much.  They don’t like it when their parents talk badly or 

say mean things about the other parent.  They don’t want 

to have to keep the secrets of one parent from the 

other.  They don’t want to have to carry messages back 

and forth between the parents. One of these kids told me 

how he handles the message thing, he said,   “If my Mom 

tells me to tell my Dad something, when I see my Dad, I 

just say “Mom wants to talk to you.”  Smart kid.  Kids want 

adults to moderate their behavior* and keep their own 

secrets....Continue Reading 

 

  

 

SPEAKER SPOTLIGHT 

 

Shawn D. Skillin, Esq., is an educational consultant, 

speaker and trainer with the High Conflict Institute 

and she is a founding partner of the Family 

Resolution Institute. She is a lawyer with a full-time 

Family Law mediation practice in San Diego, 

California and has successfully mediated hundreds 

of family law cases. She is a senior mediator and 

mediation trainer with the Divorce Mediation Group 

with the National Conflict Resolution Center.  

Shawn is a talented and sought-after speaker and 

trainer and has presented High-Conflict Personality 

theories and management, including New Ways for 

Families and New Ways for Mediation, to a wide array 

of groups, including the University of San Diego 

School of Law, San Diego Christian College, Legal 

Assistance at Marine Air Station at Camp Pendleton 

and Camp Lejeune, National Judicial Council, 

various Bar Associations, Courts, National 

Professional Conferences and many others. 

Areas of Expertise: Managing High-Conflict in 

mediation and legal settings, Family Law, Family 

conflict resolution.   

  

Contact us for information about booking Shawn 

Skillin for your group's speaking & training 

needs. 

 

Shawn's upcoming seminars include the Practical 

Skills for Dealing with High Conflict People 

for the Nephrology Social Workers of Orange 

County. Watch our Upcoming events section for 

details on this and other future events.  
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Dating Warning 

Signs 

 

 

We are writing a book – Dating Radar 

- about “high-conflict” relationships, 

why they are so difficult and how to 

avoid them. We have written other 

books about managing high-conflict 

relationships, and one of the things 

we have learned over the past 10-15 

years, is that many people see high-

conflict warning signs before they 

make a commitment, but ignore 

them or believe the high-conflict 

person will change with time and 

love. Unfortunately, it doesn’t always 

work out that way, especially if the 

other person has a high-conflict 

personality pattern.  

 

You can help us with the book by 

providing your insight with our 

survey. We are especially looking 

for input from men, as the majority of 

our comments have come from 

women so far. So here’s your 

chance to show a man’s point of 

view, especially the warning signs 

you may have seen and the 

suggestions you have for other men 

and women in recognizing and 

avoiding or dealing with high-conflict 

partners. The results and some 

comments will be published in the 

book in August 2017. You can pre-

order a copy now. ... Read More Here  

 

 

FIND US AT YOUR LOCAL 

CONFERENCE 

 

March 25, 2017 

AFCC-WA 6th Annual Conference, 

Seattle, WA 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Locally & Around the World 

(see full list here) 

  
3/10 

Managing High Conflict People - Advanced Skills for Family 

Law Professionals 

Presented by Bill Eddy, LCSW, Esq.  

Mecklenburg County Bar Association 

& Charlotte Collaborative Divorce Professionals 

Charlotte, NC 

Info/Register HERE 

 

3/14 

New Ways for Families in Collaborative Divorce  

Presented by Shawn Skillin, Esq.  

Collaborative Divorce Solutions of Orange County  

Tustin, CA 

Contact: michelle@newways4families.com 

 

3/25 

High Conflict Parents: Making and Following Parenting 

Plans 

Presented by Bill Eddy, LCSW, Esq.  

Sixth Annual WA AFCC Conference 

Seattle, WA 

Info/Register HERE 

 

3/28-29 

Dealing with High Conflict Personalities 

Presented by Michael Lomax, Esq.  

WorkSafe BC 

Vancouver, BC, Canada 

Contact: (Private Event)  

  

3/30 

Avoiding Confirmatory Bias & Labels 

Presented by Megan Hunter, MBA 

Arizona Conciliation Court Roundtable 

Sedona, AZ 

Contact: (Private Event)  

 

3/30 

Practicing 7 Skills for High-Conflict Mediation 

Presented by Bill Eddy, LCSW, Esq.  

Academy of Professional Family Mediators 2017 Conference 

Memphis, TN 

Info/Register HERE 

 

4/8 

Uncoupling: From High Conflict to Conscious 

Presented by Bill Eddy, LCSW, Esq.  

LA Chapter CAMFT 

Santa Monica, CA 

Register/Info HERE 

  

4/24-25 

New Ways for Families  

Presented by Tracy Lipp, MSW, RSW & Louise Vandenbosch, 

MSW, RSW  

Making Connections, Lethbridge Public School District #51 

Lethbridge, AB, Canada 

Contact: (Private Event)  

 

4/26 

Practical Skills for Dealing with High Conflict People  

Presented by Shawn Skillin, Esq.  

Nephrology Social Workers of Orange County  

Santa Ana, CA 

Contact: Melissa.Percy@stjoe.org 

 

5/8-11 (Four 1-day trainings) 

Managing High-Conflict People Masterclass 

Presented by Bill Eddy, LCSW, Esq.  

ADR-ODR, International 

London, England UK 

Info/Register HERE    

  

5/12  

Managing High-Conflict People Masterclass 

Presented by Bill Eddy, LCSW, Esq.  

ADR-ODR, International 

Thessaloniki, Greece 

Contact:  rahimshamji@adrodrinternational.com 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Are your clients embroiled in parenting conflict 

with no end in sight?   

Try 

Parenting Without Conflict 
by 

 

This 12-Session Online Class is presented in a 

positive, “no blame, no shame” context and focuses 

on skills for successful future co-parenting – rather 

than focusing on bad past behavior.  

 
 

ON THE AIR 
   

High Conflict Co-Parenting 

and Family Law Reform 
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March 30-April 2, 2017 

Academy of Professional Family Mediators 

2017 Annual Conference, Memphis, TN  

 

May 3-5, 2017 

 2017 IDFA National Conference, Orlando, 

FL 

 

AFCC 54th Annual Conference in Boston 

May 31-June 3, 2017 

Contact Us for Your Conference Needs 

 

 

   

 

Our online video 

training is quick, easy 

and available when 

you are. 
 

Personality Disordered 

Parents & Alienated Children 

 

 

 

Is Divorce Mediation for You? 

 

  

    

 

 
Two or more years after a divorce, a significant number of 

parents are still locked in conflicts that are very distressing 

for their children. How can we help these parents protect 

themselves from hostile interactions with their exes? Bill 

Eddy and Virginia Colin discuss the successful New Ways 

for Families program on Voice America.   

 

  

 

Splitting: Protecting Yourself While 

Divorcing Someone with a Borderline or 

Narcissistic Personality Disorder 

 

  

The word Splitting brings to mind a number of possibilities 

but in Bill Eddy’s book it is not the obvious meaning of 

breaking up with a partner. Here we are looking at 

“splitting” meaning a defense mechanism universally seen 

in people with Borderline and Narcissistic Personality 

Disorders or strong traits of BPD and other disorders. Bill 

gives host, Bill Kable, a fascinating walk-through on Dads 

on the Air.  

 

  

Contact us to have one of our speakers present 

to your group. 

  
   

 

 

Workplace Conflict 

What to Do and What to Avoid! 

 
  

It's All YOUR Fault! A high-conflict employee exhibits unmanaged emotions, all-or-nothing 

thinking, extreme behaviors, and a preoccupation with blaming others. EA Professionals are in a 

unique position to assist employees and managers with these confusing behavioral patterns. 

See a preview as HCI's Georgi DiStefano presents at the 2016 Annual World EAP Conference. 

  

Contact us to have one of our speakers present to your group. 
 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW ... 

 

...Unhooked Media has an Upgraded website?  

New Features - Sleek Design - Secure Shopping 

www.unhookedmedia.com 

 

 

RESOURCES 

 

 

GET HELP AND TRAINING IN ALL THINGS HIGH-CONFLICT 

We have talented, engaging and professionally-trained speakers 

for a wide variety of groups and interests.  

 

 

 Check them out on our homepage  

Coaching - Seminars - Training - Consultations - Keynotes - Workshops 
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Contact us for info, pricing and availability 

   

 

Stumped by the backlash and personal attacks from someone at work?  

 Learn the skills to diffuse the situation and have a real discussion 

- or how to get out of it quickly and with respect.  

 

Try the  

BIFF Response(R) Method 

 

Four easy steps to get back in control of hostile emails, texts and other communications. 

  www.biffresponse.com   --   info@biffresponse.com 

Contact the BIFF Response Coach  

 

  

New Ways for Families® is a structured parenting 

skills method to reduce the impact of conflict on the children 

in potentially high-conflict divorce and separation 

cases. Contact us for information. 

  

   

Parenting Without Conflict by New Ways for Families® This 12-Session online 

class includes practicing the 4 Big Skills of New Ways for Families to manage many difficult situations 

during separation or divorce - PLUS, loads of additional information to help parents navigate 

changing family relationships inside and outside of family court – especially during a potentially high-

conflict divorce, including anger management issues. Learn more here.  

  

Visit our Find A New Ways Professional page for information about local professionals in your city.  
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... We have a variety of video training available?   

Can't get to a seminar?  Get a video instead! 
 

 

 

RESOURCES 

 

 

GET HELP AND TRAINING IN ALL THINGS HIGH-CONFLICT 

We have talented, engaging and professionally-trained speakers 

for a wide variety of groups and interests.  

 

 

 Check them out on our homepage  

Coaching - Seminars - Training - Consultations - Keynotes - Workshops 

Contact us for info, pricing and availability 

   

 

Stumped by the backlash and personal attacks from someone at work?  

 Learn the skills to diffuse the situation and have a real discussion 

- or how to get out of it quickly and with respect.  

 

Try the  

BIFF Response(R) Method 

 

Four easy steps to get back in control of hostile emails, texts and other communications. 

  www.biffresponse.com   --   info@biffresponse.com 

Contact the BIFF Response Coach  

 

  

New Ways for Families® is a structured parenting 

skills method to reduce the impact of conflict on the children 

in potentially high-conflict divorce and separation 

cases. Contact us for information. 

  

   

Parenting Without Conflict by New Ways for Families®  This 12-Session online 

class includes practicing the 4 Big Skills of New Ways for Families to manage many difficult situations 

during separation or divorce - PLUS, loads of additional information to help parents navigate 

changing family relationships inside and outside of family court – especially during a potentially high-

conflict divorce, including anger management issues. Learn more here.  

  

Visit our Find A New Ways Professional page for information about local professionals in your city.  
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... We have a variety of video training available?   

Can't get to a seminar?  Get a video instead! 
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GET HELP AND TRAINING IN ALL THINGS HIGH-CONFLICT 

We have talented, engaging and professionally-trained speakers 

for a wide variety of groups and interests.  

 

 

 Check them out on our homepage  

Coaching - Seminars - Training - Consultations - Keynotes - Workshops 

Contact us for info, pricing and availability 

   

 

Stumped by the backlash and personal attacks from someone at work?  

 Learn the skills to diffuse the situation and have a real discussion 

- or how to get out of it quickly and with respect.  

 

Try the  

BIFF Response(R) Method 

 

Four easy steps to get back in control of hostile emails, texts and other communications. 

  www.biffresponse.com   --   info@biffresponse.com 
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New Ways for Families® is a structured parenting 

skills method to reduce the impact of conflict on the children 

in potentially high-conflict divorce and separation 

cases. Contact us for information. 

  

   

Parenting Without Conflict by New Ways for Families®  This 12-Session online 

class includes practicing the 4 Big Skills of New Ways for Families to manage many difficult situations 

during separation or divorce - PLUS, loads of additional information to help parents navigate 

changing family relationships inside and outside of family court – especially during a potentially high-

conflict divorce, including anger management issues. Learn more here.  

  

Visit our Find A New Ways Professional page for information about local professionals in your city.  
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Are you or a client having difficulty with a co-parent in 

a divorce or separation? 

 

Try the OurFamilyWizard website - Communication tools for 

divorced parents.  
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